Understanding atheism
“What is called atheism is not a light,
flippant assertion, but a calm, thoughtful
conclusion. It is a conviction that human
experience and human reflection have
generated. Atheism is not the
irresponsible opinion of moral
debauchery; it is the outcome of an
intelligent consideration of nature and
life. Atheists have been honest with
themselves and with the world. We have
made a careful survey of the universe, as
far as we are able; we have canvassed
the facts of life that have come within
the range of our observation, and we
have candidly declared the result of our
study and freely related the reasons for
our conclusions.
Atheism is the universe as science finds it
and as interpreted by human
understanding. It is an attempt to state
the simple truth, to give a fair likeness of
things, to photograph facts. Atheism is
denial of nothing true, of nothing good,
of nothing that can be proved. Our
opinions don’t make us bad citizens or
bad people. We can be as moral as our
neighbors, and as ready to help a fellow
being.”
Adapted from L.K. Washburn “Is the Bible Worth
Reading and Other Essays”, 1911

“Religious apologists complain bitterly that
atheists and secularists are aggressive and
hostile in their criticism of their beliefs. I
always say: Look, when you guys were in
charge, you didn't argue with us, you just
burnt us at the stake. Now what we're doing
is, we're presenting you with some arguments
and some challenging questions, and you
complain.”
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“Reality is the things we all agree upon
that don’t go away when we stop
believing in them.”
– Matt Dillahunty

Terminology
Atheist

Atheism is not a religion; it is simply the
absence of belief in any god(s). An atheist
therefore is simply a person who does not
believe that there is evidence for the
existence of any gods.
Atheists tend to be skeptical of all
supernatural claims, citing a lack of
empirical evidence.
Knowing that a person is an atheist does
not allow one to make any other
assumptions about that person’s beliefs
or character; there are good and bad
atheists just as there are good and bad
people in all religions and cultures.
Although many atheists have adopted
secular philosophies such as humanism,
there is no one ideology or set of
behaviours to which all atheists adhere.
Agnostic

An agnostic believes that the truth of
certain claims—especially claims about
the existence or non-existence of any god,
but also other claims as well—is unknown
or unknowable.
Secularist

Secularism is the separation of church and
state. It provides a framework for a
democratic society, protecting both
believers and non-believers alike. A
secularist can be of any faith or no faith.

Deist

A deist believes in an omniscient god who
created the universe but who now has no
personal interaction with the actual
world.
Theist

A theist is a person who believes in one or
more gods or deities. Theism does not
denote any particular religious view, but
all religions with any number of gods are
by definition theistic religions. Conversely,
religions without a necessary god (such as
Buddhism or Taoism) are atheistic
religions.

Types of disbelief
Some atheists may assert that there is no
god. However, most atheists don’t claim
to know for certain, but instead simply
lack belief in a god.
It is possible to be an agnostic atheist
(one who does not believe any deity
exists, but does not deny it as a
possibility); or an agnostic theist (one who
believes a deity exists but does not claim
it as personal knowledge).
Non-religious is the fastest growing
religious identification in the world. We
are your family, friends, neighbours, and
co-workers.
Chances are you know some of us.

Famous non-believers
Adam Savage ♦ Alan Cumming ♦ Albert
Einstein ♦ Angelina Jolie ♦ Ani DiFranco ♦
Antonio Banderas ♦ Arthur C Clarke ♦
Arthur Hailey ♦ Arthur Miller ♦ Barry
Manilow ♦ Bill Gates ♦ Bill Nye ♦ Billy Joel
♦ Björk ♦ Brad Pitt ♦ Bruce Lee ♦ Carl
Sagan ♦ Charlie Chaplin ♦ Christopher
Reeve ♦ Daniel Radcliffe ♦ Dave Barry ♦
Dave Foley ♦ Dave Matthews ♦ David
Cronenberg ♦ David Suzuki ♦ Eddie
Vedder ♦ Ernest Hemingway ♦ Frank
Sinatra ♦ Geddy Lee ♦ George Clooney ♦
George Orwell ♦ Giuseppe Verdi ♦ Helen
Keller ♦ Hellen Mirren ♦ Hugh Laurie ♦
Isaac Asimov ♦ Jack Black ♦ Jack Nicholson
♦ James Cameron ♦ James Randi ♦ Jamie
Hyneman ♦ Janeane Garofalo ♦ Joaquin
Phoenix ♦ Jodie Foster ♦ Johnny Depp ♦
John Lennon ♦ Julianne Moore ♦ Julia
Sweeney ♦ Katharine Hepburn ♦ Kathy
Griffin ♦ Keanu Reeves ♦ Keira Knightley ♦
Kevin Bacon ♦ Lance Armstrong ♦ Larry
King ♦ Marlene Dietrich ♦ Margaret
Atwood ♦ Margot Kidder ♦ Marie Curie ♦
Mark Twain ♦ Mark Zuckerberg ♦ Marlon
Brando ♦ Neil deGrasse Tyson ♦ Noam
Chomsky ♦ Norman Bethune ♦ Paul
Bettany ♦ Phyllis Diller ♦ Pierre Berton ♦
Raphael Nadal ♦ Rodney Dangerfield ♦
Roger Ebert ♦ Rose Byrne ♦ Sarah Polley ♦
Sarah Silverman ♦ Simon LeBon ♦ Steve
Wozniak ♦ Steven Pinker ♦ Thomas Edison
♦ Warren Buffett ♦ Zac Efron ♦

